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DETAILED ACTION 

Claims 1 - 4 have been examined. 



Specification 

The disclosure is objected to because of the following informalities: 

• Section headings should appear in upper case without underlining or bold type. 

• The specification states (page 6, lines 19-23) that the control button being moved 
downwards will engage the lock and the control button being moved upwards will 
disengage the lock. This is in conflict with the drawings and the understood 
operation of this device. 

Appropriate correction is required. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

The following is a quotation of the first paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall contain a written description of the invention, and of the manner and process of 
making and using it, in such full, clear, concise, and exact terms as to enable any person skilled in the 
art to which it pertains, or with which it is most nearly connected, to make and use the same and shall 
set forth the best mode contemplated by the inventor of carrying out his invention. 

Claims 1 and 3 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, first paragraph, as failing to 
comply with the written description requirement. The claim(s) contains subject matter 
which was not described in the specification in such a way as to reasonably convey to 
one skilled in the relevant art that the inventor(s), at the time the application was filed, 
had possession of the claimed invention. 
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• The specification states (page 5, lines 7-8) that the upper main shaft has an 
upper part coupled to the lower link and an upper end pivoted to the lower end of 
the coupling frame. This is in conflict with the drawings and the understood 
operation of this device. 

The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

Claims 1 and 3 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 

indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 

applicant regards as the invention. 

• Claim 1 states (page 9, line 13) that the upper main shaft is connected to the 
lower link. This is in conflict with the drawings and the understood operation of 
this device. 

• Claim 3 states (page 12, line 3) that the upper main shaft is connected to the 
lower link. This is in conflict with the drawings and the understood operation of 
this device. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
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invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1 and 3 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 

Lewis (4,657,100) in view of Wu (6,435,539) and further in view of Alter (2,619,360). 

Lewis discloses a folding collapsible golf cart comprising: 

• a hollow upper main shaft, i.e. an upper support frame section (Fig. 7, item 28); 

• a handle (Fig: 1, item 40); 

o which is axially slidably inserted into said upper main shaft (column 3, 
lines 59-62); 

o which is locked by a lock, i.e. adjusting knob, at said upper main shaft 
(Fig. 1,item 42); 

o which includes a grip disposed at one end outside said upper main shaft 
(Fig. 1, item 42); 

• an upper bag cradle, i.e. upper cradle, provided at said upper main shaft (Fig. 1 , 
item 34); 

• a lower main shaft, i.e. golf bag support frame (Fig. 1 , item 22); 

o wherein one end is longitudinally pivotally coupled to one end of said 
upper main shaft remote from said handle (Fig. 1, at item 30 & column 2, 
lines 45-49); 

o wherein the opposite end is provided with a front wheel assembly, i.e. 
supporting wheel (Fig. 1, item 29); 

• a wheel axle holding a pair of wheels and rotatable by a motor drive, i.e. drive 
axle (Fig. 1, item 12); 
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• a bottom frame, i.e. main horizontal frame (Fig. 1, item 10); 

• a lower bag cradle, i.e. lower cradle, provided at said lower main shaft (Fig. 1, 
item 36); 

In regards to the references to "two connecting blocks" in claim 1 (page 8, line 19 
and page 10, lines 5-7), Lewis does not specifically include separate structures that 
act as "connecting blocks". Lewis does, however, show a portion of his main 
horizontal frame that provides an attachment means for the drive axle to the main 
horizontal frame (Fig. 5). This is the same functionality that is provided by the 
coupling block/bottom frame combination in the applicant's invention. It would have 
been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of applicant's invention to 
provide a one-piece frame in contrast to the frame/coupling block assembly for ease 
of manufacture and increased rigidity and strength. 

However, Lewis does not use a linkage system as the folding mechanism for 
collapsing his cart. Wu discloses a folding collapsible golf cart wherein the folding 
mechanism contains: 

• a coupling frame, i.e. coupling block (Fig. 2, item 6); 

• an upper link (Fig. 2, item 51) 

• a lower link (Fig. 2, item 52); 

• wherein the upper main shaft has: 

o a lower part coupled to one end of said upper link (Fig. 2) 

o a bottom end pivoted to an upper end of said coupling frame (Fig. 2) 

• wherein said links: 
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o each have one end respectively pivoted to said upper main shaft and 

lower main shaft (Fig. 2); 
o opposite end respectively pivoted to two opposite sides of a locking device 
(Fig. 5, items 815 and 810 & column 4, line 25-28) 
It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
applicant's invention to combine the folding collapsible cart of Lewis with the folding 
linkage system of Wu to provide for easier and more compact folding of the resulting 
cart. 

However, the combination of Lewis and Wu does not provide a "folding control 
rod member" to hold the golf bag away from the "bottom frame" area of the cart. Alter 
discloses a folding collapsible golf cart wherein the folding mechanism contains: 

• a folding control rod member, i.e. toggle link (Fig. 1, item 34); 

o one end pivotally connected to a middle part of a coupling frame (Fig. 1 , at 
item 35); 

o opposite end connected to a locking device, i.e. the saddle (Fig. 1 , item 
35); 

o with a locating device, i.e. lug (Fig. 1, item 56.1); 

• a locking device, i.e. the saddle (Fig. 1, item 35). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of applicant's 
invention to combine the folding collapsible cart assembly of Lewis in view of Wu with 
the "folding control rod" type linkage system of Alter to provide a rigid member to brace 
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the carried golf bag away from the 'bottom frame" area of the cart while still allowing for 
the cart to collapse into a tightly folded configuration. 

Claims 2 and 4 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Lewis (4,657,100) in view of Wu (6,435,539) and Alter (2,619360) and further in view of 
Bowling (5,966,786). A device created by the combined disclosures do not provide for a 
latch mechanism similar to that of the applicant. Bowling discloses a latch mechanism 
comprising: 

• a cylindrical member, i.e. stud (Fig. 2, item 22); 

o having a locating groove extended around the periphery, i.e. the necked 
down portion (Fig. 2, item 54); 

• held "fixedly fastened" to the device by a "fastening member", i.e. the shell (Fig. 
1, item 14); 

• with a control button movable in a sliding slot, i.e. the handle portion (Fig. 2, item 
38); 

• with a locking plate extending from said control button, i.e. the latch plate (Fig. 2, 
item 24); 

o moved with said control button between lock and unlock positions (column 
1, lines 53-57); 

o having an engagement device adapted to engage the locating groove of 
said locating device, i.e. narrow portion of slot (Fig. 2, item 50). 
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It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
applicant's invention to combine the foldable golf cart of Lewis in view of Wu and Alter 
with the locking mechanism as disclosed by Bowling, as the locking mechanism is well 
suited to this application due to its compact and sturdy nature. 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Raguet (4,784,401 A) and Liao et al. (5,857,684 A) disclose 
additional folding collapsible golf carts. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to John D. Walters whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
8269. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday, 8am - 5pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Christopher Ellis can be reached on (571) 272-6914. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703- 
872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



John D. Walters 
Examiner 
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